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Policy 101 Video Series | Teacher Guide
Video 10: How does a new government impact policy?

Curriculum Links
This video series fits within the following high school courses across Canada. Teachers are

encouraged to explore further connections to other courses in their province or territory.

Alberta

Grade 9 Social Studies
Social Studies 10-1 or 10-2
Social Studies 20-1 or 20-2
Social Studies 30-1 or 30-2

British Columbia
Social Studies 11
Political Science 12

Manitoba

Grade 9: Social Studies
Grade 12: Global Issues:
Citizenship and Sustainability

New Brunswick

Civics 10

Political Science 120
Canadian Law 120

Newfoundland

Social Studies 1201/1202
Social Studies 2201

Social Studies 3201/3202
Ethics and Social Justice 2106
Career Development 2202

Northwest Territories

Grade 9 Social Studies
Social Studies 10-1 or 10-2
Social Studies 20-1 or 20-2
Social Studies 30-1 or 30-2

Nova Scotia

Citizenship Education 9
Global Politics 12
Advanced Global Politics 12
Law 12

Nunavut

Grade 9 Social Studies
Social Studies 10-1 or 10-2
Social Studies 20-1 or 20-2
Social Studies 30-1 or 30-2

Ontario

Grade 10: Civics & Citizenship

Grade 11: Politics in Action: Making Change
Grade 12: Canadian and International Politics

Prince Edward Island
Grade 9 Social Studies
Canadian Studies CAS401A

Québec
= Monde Contemporain
Sensibilisation a I'entrepreneuriat

Histoire du Québec et du Canada

Saskatchewan

Social Studies 10

History and Social Studies 30
Law 30

Yukon
Social Studies 11
Political Science 12

ACTION % CANADA

Buiding Leadership for Canada's uture Déselopper e Leadership pour venir du Canada



Policy 101 Video 10: Teacher Guide

The Big Question

What happens to policy when there is a change in government?

When there is a change in elected government, what is the impact on public policy? In video 10,
we hear answers to this question from Action Canada Fellows, young leaders in Canada all
involved or interested in public policy. The activities in this Teacher Guide will help students think
more deeply about how changes in government may impact policy while thinking about how this
applies to their own lives. More questions may arise after watching this video, teachers and
students are encouraged to watch the rest of the Policy 101 video series to learn more. (Specific
focus, Video 4: How can YOU influence public policy? or Video 5: What does the government do
and how does it relate to public policy?)

Learning Goals
Upon completion of this module, students will be able to:

e Evaluate the strength of a policy by asking critical questions.

Materials
You will need the following materials to complete the activities described in this Teacher Guide.

e Access to technology for video viewing
o Video 10: How does a new government impact policy?
Printed video transcript PDFs (if using)
o These can be helpful for students who need support following the video, for English
or French language learners or simply for annotation purposes
Writing surface for class viewing (white board, Smart board, chalkboard or chart paper)
Writing utensils for writing surface
Appendix 1: Connect, Extend, Challenge for each student
Paper or cue cards, enough for each student

Pre-Video Activity
Tackle this activity before watching the video.

Minds On
Whole Group, 20 minutes

1. As a group discuss the following. Pause after each question to allow students time to
consider the question and share back to the whole group as desired.
a. Think of a time when you experienced a change in leadership. For example, a new
principal, a new teacher, a new coach.
. Did this new leadership do things in the same way or in a different way?
c. What did you like about the new leadership? What did you not like about the new
leadership?
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https://actioncanada.ca/community/
https://actioncanada.ca/policy-101/module-4/
https://actioncanada.ca/policy-101/module-5/
https://actioncanada.ca/policy-101/module-5/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0S7wKa-UeJg

Policy 101 Video 10: Teacher Guide

Post-Video Activities
After watching the video, dive into these post-video activities to further discussions and deepen
learning.

Election Discussion
Whole Group, 20 minutes

NOTE TO TEACHER: This discussion is best designed to happen shortly after an election (of any
order of governement) takes place. However, you can adapt the discussion questions suggested
below to happen at another time in an election cycle, for example during election campaigns.

1. As a class, ask students to identify the new government recently elected.
2. Discuss the following prompts together:
a. What promises did you hear during this leader/this party’s campaign? Record class
responses on the board for all to see.
i NOTE TO TEACHER: Visit party websites in small groups or as a whole class
for more information.
b. What promises do you hope the new government will implement?
c. What promises do you think will be easy for the new government to implement?
What promises will be difficult for the new government to implement? Why?
i NOTE TO TEACHER: Consider similarities and differences between the new
leadership and old leadership and how policy priorities may shift. You may
wish to visit the website for the party previously in power if needed.

Connect, Extend, Challenge
Independent - Pairs - Whole Group, 20 minutes

1. Hand out Appendix 1: Connect, Extend, Challenge to each student. Ask them to complete
the worksheet independently. Depending on the needs of your class, you may want to
discuss the questions briefly as a group before asking students to consider them
independently.

a. While completing this worksheet students will be asked to consider the following.
i.  Connect: How do the ideas and information in the video connect to what
you already know about public policy?
ii. Extend: How does the video extend or broaden your thinking about public
policy?
iii.  Challenge: Does the video challenge or complicate your understanding of
public policy? What new questions does it raise for you?

2. After students have had a chance to complete the worksheet independently, ask them to
find a partner and share their responses together. Prompt them with the following
question:

a. What is similar about your responses? What is different?

Buiding Leadership for Canada's uture Déselopper e Leadership pour IAvenir du Canada



Policy 101 Video 10: Teacher Guide

3. Bring the class back together to discuss worksheet responses as a whole group. Consider

the following approaches when discussing the challenge portion of the worksheet:
a. Are there any questions that could be answered from your discussion today? Use
knowledge within your class to answer specific questions.
b. What questions are common amongst your students? Are there areas you would
like to continue to explore as a class?

Assessment: 3-2-1 Exit Ticket
Independent, 10 minutes

1.

On a piece of paper or cue card, ask students to write:
a. 3 things they learned from this lesson
b. 2 questions they still have
c. 1 aspect of the class video that they enjoyed

2. Review responses to assess student learning. Follow up with individual students who may

need more clarity. Responses can also help you determine concepts that may need a full
class review or areas of interest to explore further.

Extension Activities
Interested in continuing the learning? Try the activities below.

Snowball Discussion
Whole Group, 20+ minutes

1.

In Canada, the federal and provincial/territorial governments have a maximum duration
of five years, though elections usually take place every four years. Give students time to
consider if they agree with this four-year election cycle.

a. If they agree, why?

b. If they disagree, why? Do they think elected terms should be longer or shorter?
Have students find a partner and discuss their thoughts together. You may want to time
this portion and let students know in advance how long they will have to discuss and to
ensure each person has a chance to share within the allotted time. Ask the pair to choose
a “speaker” to share their thoughts.

a. Variation: You may choose to challenge students to come up with a consensus

within their pair.
Next, each pair joins another pair to create a group of four. The speaker from each pair
shares their ideas. Similarly to above, you may want to time this portion and let students
know in advance how long they will have to discuss and to ensure each pair has a chance
to share within the allotted time. Ask the group of four to choose a “speaker” to share
back their thoughts.
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a. Variation: Similarly to above, you may choose to challenge students to come up
with a consensus within their group of four.
4. Next, each group of four joins another group of four to create a group of eight. Continue
in this way until the whole class has joined in one large discussion.
a. Variation: Similarly to above, you may choose to challenge students to come up
with a consensus within their groups.

About the Policy 101 Video Series

The Policy 101 Series breaks down public policy into digestible content for students through
engaging videos, podcasts, and teacher guides. These modules empower students to learn the
basics of public policy and critically analyze its implications. The series aims to sow the seeds for
a future where youth play an active role in shaping the policies that shape their lives.
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Appendix 1: Connect, Extend, Challenge Name:

CONNECT: How do the ideas and information in the video connect to what you already know about public policy?

EXTEND: How does the video extend or broaden your thinking about public policy?

CHALLENGE: Does the video challenge or complicate your understanding of public policy? What new questions does it raise for you?
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